Sunday, 24 October 1976 



Dear Harold, 

I am enclosing a copy of my preliminary dissertation 
proposal, which I finally managed to draw up* I had a great 
deal of difficulty writing it up as I was not sure exactly 
what is expected in this sort of thing. My faculty advisor, 
as I mentioned earler, was little help in the matter. I 
gave it to him September 29 and it sat unread -all six pages- 
until last week when he advised me that he had looked at it, 
it seemed okay, and that he would submit it for university 
approval as a subject for dissertation research. In the 
interim, I shopped around for two more major advisors on 
my thesis. I managed to interest two of the most powerful 
men in my department-its chairman, Prof. David Manwaring and 
a professor of American government, Gary Brazier. Neither 
men know all tnat much about the Warren Commission but both 
seemed genuinely interested in my projected thesis. Prof. 
Brazier, realizing that my faculty advisor was not doing all 
that he could, offered to become my main advisor on my 
thesis. Mj faculty advisor, Donald Carlisle, seemed pleased 
when Prof. Braxier spoke to hime about it. I*ve had to 
proceed very gingerly in this matter as Carlisle could 
hurt me in my final thesis defense. 

Regarding my proposal, hopefully its vague enough to get 

throu&n a conservative committee. I felt that by expanding 

^ 

the scope of my study to include^ the internal workings of 
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the Warren Commission as well as certain international 
events (mostly connested with Cuba), I could easjly bypass 
the inevitable comparison with Epstein’s book and silence 
any criticism about my leaving the area of international 
politics (in which I did most of my graduate work) to take 
on an almost entirely new area of American bureaucratic 
politics. Also, in reading the fifth volume of the Church 
Report, I could not help but notice the way the CIA wanted 
to stir the investigation away from anything that remotely 
seemed linked with Cubans. I have always wondered if Robert 
Kennedy suggested the inclusion of Allen Dulles on the 
Warren Commission to President KKSSSajEJohnson because he 
knew that Dulles would side track the issue of the assassination 
attempts on Fidel Castro should they have been brought to the 
Commission's attentions. Similarly, I could never understand 
the eagerness of the Russians to turn over their information 
on Oswald to the CIA-From my own unpleasant dealings with 
them, I found the Russians won’t tell you what time it is, 
let alone share anything bureaucratic in nature with anyone. 

As to the second part of my proposal-on source material- 
I didn't know quite what to write. Since I haven't seen the 
materials, which you offered to me, I didn't know how to 
describe them, and I didn't want the committee to know that- 
so I wrote a bluff section. Actually, 1 am reading a lot of 
material on the Kennedy era (Sorenson, etc.) to try and get 
an understanding of the international situation. Also, I'm 
reading up on how bureaucracies function, etc. I really don't 
know much about public administration-and Carlisle is insisting 



that I come up with some sort administrative model theory 
so that my thesis won't slip out of the realm of academia 
into journalism, as much as I hate to admit it, Carlisle 
is right on this point-much of what X have written in the 
past and pas^ib off as acamedia was political journalism. 

So I'm trying to write an abstract chapter for him using 
terms and headings such as "parochial priorities and 
perceptions,” etc. 

But, as rrof. Manwaring told me, what passes for a dissertation 

then can be altered for a good book. 

The third section of my proposal was very hastily 
written and tacked on to the proposal ten minutes before 
it was handed in. At that time, someone said that I was 
supposed to have a section showing how my proposed work 
differed from that already done in the field. Had I had 
more time, I would have written this section differently. 

But again , I finu myself facing the problem of not being 
exactly sure of the focus of my dissertation and unable 
to really contras* il with other work done in the field. 

Within the next week or two, I should be hearing 
some sort of decision on my dissertation, and will let 
you know the result. 



Sincerely, 



